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The likely effects of climate change on the water resources of Cyprus have been investigated

for 2040–2069 and 2070–2099 compared with 1961–1990.

Model results show that precipitation in Cyprus will decrease by 20% by midcentury. Some of

this decrease will be reversed by the end of the century, with precipitation in 2070–2099

decreasing by 17% relative to 1961–1990. Coupled with population growth, per capita water

resources by midcentury are expected to be only slightly in excess of half their current levels.

Such a change will severely impact upon both Cyprus’ agricultural sector and also its urban

water supply systems. Agriculture will have to rely increasingly on treated wastewater, while

desalination is expected to supply an increasing proportion of the urban water supply.

Source: Chenoweth et al., 2011. Water Resources Research 47.
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